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REVIEWS 


care of the pregnant woman, in the chapter on hygiene of preg¬ 
nancy, no mention is made of antepartum pelvimetry or of routine 
estimation of the blood pressure. 

A thorough discussion of eclampsia is given at the expense of 
only brief notes on the less severe forms of the toxemias of preg¬ 
nancy. The repeated statement that chloroform may be given 
with entire safety to the pregnant woman, especially in the treat¬ 
ment of eclampsia, may be subject to question in the light of recent 
investigations. 

Proper emphasis is placed on the importance of breast feeding 
in a well written section on the infant. Among the pathological 
conditions of the infant no mention is made of hemorrhagic disease 
or of its successful serum therapy. 

The various obstetrical operations are described in detaill The 
classical Cesarean section being favored by the author in the 
treatment of labor in contracted pelves rather than the girdle 
splitting operations or the lately revived extraperitonea I Cesarean 
section. 

The second part of the book entitled “Notes and Discussions” 
takes up in an order corresponding to the first part the various 
theories, old and modern concerning disputed points. New oper¬ 
ations are described and comparative statistics are included. In 
the chapter on evolution of obstetrics is found a discussion of 
Darwinism, Mendelism, and Weissmanism and their relation to 
this branch of medicine. A short section sums up the more recent 
views of the relations of the organs of internal secretion to the 
reproductive period. 

The literature is given in a separate section under specific head¬ 
ings and a comprehensive index is added. There is much to be 
recommended in the book, especially the method of arrangement. 

P. F. W. 


The Surgery of the Stomach. A Handbook of Diagnosis and 
Treatment. By Herbert J. Paterson. Pp. 304; 74 illustra¬ 
tions. New York: William Wood & Company, 1913. 

We have in this volume a consideration of a field of surgery which, 
in its scope and usefulness, is growing rapidly. It is covered fully 
but not with burdensome detail. The methods of examination 
and the operations described, and the opinions expressed, are almost 
entirely those employed by the writer. Little space is given to 
the work of others in this field, except to that of W. J. Mayo who 
is freely quoted and to whom the book is dedicated. The first 
chapter of sixteen pages is devoted to the method of investigating 
gastric conditions, including those of the duodenum, and at the 



HILGER: I1YPN0SIS AND SUGGESTION 


2S5 


end of tlie book is an appendix of fifteen pages in which is described 
the technique of the various methods of examining the gastric con¬ 
tents. The descriptions of operations and the illustrations are, in 
the main, excellent, although some of the views expressed are not 
in agreement with those commonly entertained. For instance, it 
is not generally agreed that it is immaterial whether the anterior 
or posterior gastrojejunostomy be performed. Nor is it in accord 
with general surgical practice in tjiis country to sacrifice the ad¬ 
vantages of the Roosevelt or other three-jawed clamps in this 
operation. The description of gastrectomy is somewhat confused 
by the fact that the illustrations are those of W. J. Mayo, and the 
writer’s description does not tally with them, particularly with 
regard to the application of the clamps. Nor does it seem proper 
to approve in a book of this kind, the recommendation of proprie¬ 
tary articles of food, one of which has been especially offensive in 
its method of advertising, and has been criticised by our represen¬ 
tative medical journals. These, however, are minor deficiencies and 
do not retract from the generally high standard of the work, which 
will undoubtedly meet with an appreciative reception from those 
who need books of this kind. At the end of each of the more 
important chapters is a valuable summary of the important facts 
in the chapter, which will aid the reader in carrying the facts to the 
bedside and operating table. T. T. T. 


Hypnosis and Suggestion. By W. IIilgeh, M.D., of Magdeburg, 

Translated by R. W. Felkin, M.D., F.R.S.E. Pp. 233. New 

York: Rebman Company. 

The introduction to this book is a practical summary of what 
follows, it being written by Dr. Van Renterghem. Judging from 
it and from the contents of the volume itself, it is principally a 
defense and exposition of the fact that Liebeault of the University 
of Nancey was the originator of modern hypnotism and its treat¬ 
ment. It then gives a history of this master, his methods and the 
theories upon which hypnotism are based. According to him 
healthy persons are most suitable for hypnotic treatment, whereas 
Charcot and those who followed him claim that hypnosis could 
be induced only in those suffering from nervousness, especially 
hysteria, and that it was a dangerous weapon, useless for thera¬ 
peutics and only useful for experimental research. Following 
Liebeault, Bernlieim, Vogt, and Forel did excellent work in hyp¬ 
nosis. There is a scathing criticism of Dejerine and Dubois, in 
which the former is accused of having made use of the writings of 
Liebeault without giving him credit, while of the latter, who 



